
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl ica t ion  No. 12655 of Maurice A.  Davis, pursuant  t o  
Paragraph 8207.11 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  f o r  a  
va r i ance  from t h e  use p rov i s ions  (Sec t ion  3104) t o  permi t  
a  Real E s t a t e  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 
1702 F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  N. W . ,  (Square 3103, Lot  801) .  

HEARING DATE: May 17 ,  1978 

DECISION DATE: May 31, 1978 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p roper ty  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
of F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  N.  W . ,  between "R" and Randolph P lace ,  
i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  

2. The p a s t  and p r e s e n t  use of t h e  proper ty  i s  f o r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  purposes pe rmi t t ed  i n  an  R-4 Distr ic t .  

3 .  The 1700 block of F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  N. W. i s  developed 
predominately w i t h  row-houses, wi th  one s m a l l  neighborhood 
v a r i e t y  s t o r e  l o c a t e d  a t  1700 F i r s t  S t r e e t .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  proposes t o  conver t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
of  t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e  i n t o  a  real estate o f f i c e .  The 
a p p l i c a n t  s t i l l  p l a n s  t o  use  t h e  remainder of  t h e  house 
f o r  h i s  r e s idence .  

5. There a r e  no f a c t o r s  which d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  s u b j e c t  
p rope r ty  from sur rounding  p r o p e r t i e s .  

6. There a r e  no uinque o r  excep t iona l  q u a l i t i e s  about  
t h i s  p i e c e  of p rope r ty  t h a t  q u a l i f y  it f o r  a  va r i ance .  

7. The a p p l i c a n t  d i d  no t  e s t a b l i s h  any p a r t i c u l a r  
hardsh ip  t h a t  would r e s u l t  from r e q u i r i n g  s t r i c t  compliance 
wi th  t h e  Regulat ions .  The a p p l i c a n t  has  used and can con- 
t i n u e  t o  use t h e  s u b j e c t  p roper ty  as a  r e s idence ,  t h u s  
making reasonable  use of  t h e  proper ty .  

8.  There were let ters of r eco rd  from immediate neigh- 
bo r s  recommending t h e  d e n i a l  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  
grounds t h a t  t h e  use pe rmi t t ed  i n  a  C-1 D i s t r i c t  should n o t  
be pe rmi t t ed  i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t .  
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10. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 5-C made no 
recommendation on t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND OPINION: 

The Board concludes  t h a t  t h e  requested,  v a r i a n c e  i s  a 
use  va r i ance ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  which r e q u i r e s  t h e  showing of  
an extreme ha rdsh ip ,  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p roper ty .  
Based on t h e  Findings  of  F a c t ,  t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t  has  n o t  demonstrated t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  any undue 
or  extreme ha rdsh ip  t h a t  relates t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y ,  
and f u r t h e r  has  n o t  s p e c i f i e d  t o  t h e  Board anyth ing  excep- 
t i o n a l ,  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  or  unique about  t h i s  l o t .  Accordingly 
it is  ordered  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be denied.  

VOTE : 5-0 ( John G. Parsons ,  C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard 
Smith, Char les  R. Norris ,  W i l l i a m  F. 
McIntosh and Leonard L. McCants t o  
DENY) . 

BY THE ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
Executive Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 2 3 JUM 1978, 


